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In the Matter of

REPLY COMMENTS OF ADVANCED COMMUlUCATIONS CORPORATION

Advanced Communications Corporation ("ACC") hereby

submits these reply comments in the captioned proceeding. ACC

agrees with those commenters that support flexible

implementation of Section 25 of the Cable Television Consumer

Protection and Competition Act of 1992 (the "Act") as the best

means to serve the public interest in fostering the emerging

Direct Broadcast Satellite ("DBS") industry.

BACKGROUND

ACC is a pioneer in the DBS field, having strived

since 1983 towards the deployment of a fully operational DBS

system. Ace is currently licensed by the Commission to offer

27 frequencies of digital DBS service throughout the United

States.
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ACC has a long history of commitment to educational

and informational programming. ~/ ACC noted to the Commission

in 1988 that the nonprofit Foundation for Educational

Advancement Today's ("FEAT") underwritten YES ("Your

Educational Services") Networks were being formed to offer a

wide variety of educational and informational services to

institutions, homes and businesses. Z/ FEAT was organized as a

501(c)(3) public charity to develop the YES Networks. FEAT has

been the recipient of seed grants from the u.S. Department of

Education and the State of Arkansas, among others, to develop

educational and informational services. As ACC has expressed

previously to the Commission, ACC is committed to provide

transponders to FEAT for the YES Networks. ~/ Thus, ACC has

been and continues to be dedicated to increasing the

educational and informational opportunities available to the

nation.

COMMENTS

ACC generally agrees with the positions of other DBS

permittees, such as DirecTv, Inc. ("DirecTv"), United States

Satellite Broadcasting Company, Inc. ("USSB") and Continental

~/ ~ ACC Application (January 12, 1984).

Z/ see ACC Semi-Annual Status Report (April 18, 1988).

~/ ~ ACC Semi-Annual Status Report (March 2, 1989).
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Satellite Corporation ("Continental"), that the public interest

will best be served by maximizing provider flexibility.

Flexibility is particularly crucial in light of the fledging

nature of the industry, which might be hampered in its

efficient development if subject to rigid dictates.
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Concerning the definition of "national educational

programming supplier," as detailed by several commenters,

Congress intended that term to encompass suppliers of

informational as well as educational programming. ~,~,

Comments of National Association of Telecommunications Officers

and Advisors, ~ ~ at 13-15. If the Commission adopts

regulations defining national educational programming

suppliers, it must provide sufficient breadth to include

entities such as FEAT through the YES Networks as qualified

suppliers. Accord Comments of Mind Extension University, Inc.

at 4-7. ~/ FEAT is a chapter 501(c)(3) organization that will

support a wide array of educational and informational services.

CONCLUSION

In sum, with the DBS industry on the threshold of

nationwide service, the Commission must implement the Act in a

flexible and judicious manner. In a supportive, rather than

unduly restrictive, regulatory atmosphere, this industry will

be accorded the breathing space necessary for it to develop to

its fullest potential. with room to grow, the DBS industry may

best serve the public.

~/ The restrictive scope of qualified suppliers suggested by
the Association of America's Public Television Stations and
Corporation for Public Broadcasting, ~ Comments at 21-26,
would unduly limit the sources of educational and informational
programming.
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Respectfully submitted,

Daniel H. Garner
President

By:

ADVAIICED COMMUNICATIONS
CORPORATION

i/;/k
1111 19th Street, N.W.
Suite 1000
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 463-2946

July 14, 1993

4473R/67850
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Daniel H. Garner, hereby certify that on this 14th

day of July, 1993, caused to be placed in the United States

mail, first class, postage prepaid, copies of the foregoing

-REPLY COMMENTS OF ADVANCED COMMURICATIONS CORPORATION-

addressed to the following:

Gary M. Epstein, Esq.
James H. Barker, Esq.
LATHAM &. WATKINS
Suite 1300
1001 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004

Counsel for DirecTv, Inc.

Marvin Rosenberg, Esq.
Paul J. Feldman, Esq.
FLETCHER, HEALD &. HILDRETH
11th Floor
1300 North 17th Street
Rosslyn, VA 22209

Counsel for United States Satellite
Broadcasting Company, Inc.

James H. Schollard
William P. Welty
Continential Satellite Corporation
17320 Carlisle Drive
Tehachapi, CA 93561

Benjamin J. Griffin, Esq.
J. Laurent Scharff, Esq.
REED SMITH SHAW &. MCCLAY
1200 18th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Counsel for Primestar Partners L.P.

Norman M. Sinel, Esq.
Stephanie M. Phillipps, Esq.
William E. Cook, Jr., Esq.
ARNOLD &. PORTER
1200 New Hampshire Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Counsel for the Local Governments
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Andrew R. Paul
Satellite Broadcasting and

Communications Association
225 Reinekers Lane, Suite 600
Alexandria, VA 22314

Peter H. Feinberg, Esq.
DOW, LOHNES & ALBERTSON
1255 Twenty-third Street, N.W.
Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20037

Counsel for Mind Extension University, Inc.

Marilyn Mohrman-Gillis, Esq.
Association of America's Public

Television Stations
1350 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20036

Thomas E. Harvey, Esq.
Corporation for Public Broadcasting
901 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004

I//L-
Daniel H. Garner
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